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It is a good omen for satyagraha that Bombay has preserved
peace in spite of the unendurable separation of Mr. Horniman from
us. I hope that it will be preserved whenever our other friends are
arrested and even if I am arrested. The Government are entitled
to arrest those whom they suspect. Moreover in our movement we
consider it the proper thing to be arrested and imprisoned, when
before our conscience we are found guiltless. How can we there-
fore be angry when any satyagrahi is arrested? We ought to know
that the sooner innocent men are arrested, the sooner will this
struggle end. I have heard some people say that in satyagraha
also the end is achieved by violence. They argue that when satya-
grahis are arrested, people become excited, resort to violence and
thus get their demands acceded to. I hpld this to be a dreadful
superstition. The reverse is the truth. By the arrest of satyagrahis,
violence ensued in Ahmedabad and we have experienced the results
of that violence. The people there are cowed down. Gujarat which
never had the military in its midst has had an experience of it. It
is my firm conviction that the victory of satyagraha is attainable
only by adherence to truth, avoidance of violence and by suffering.
My experience in South Africa, Ghamparan, Kaira and other
places fully bears out the truth of my statement. So long as we do
not appreciate this truth, we are in no way fitted for satyagraha.
The question arises: "What then ought we to do? Are we to sit
with folded hands in spite of Mr. Horniman's deportation?" I
reply that the observance of perfect calm is itself a demonstration of
our grief over the separation, and of our intense activity along
satyagraha lines and by maintaining3 the same calmness of spirit we
shall be better able to reach our goal and to welcome back our
friend. When Hindustan [is] accustomed in the course of this struggle
to rely only upon truth and non-violence, we shall be able to begin
civil disobedience. Some say that it will take years before India

1 The original has "Satyagraha Series Leaflet".
2 April 27 in Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. V
3 The source has "containing".